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LEADERS, PRESS VIEW CANCELLATION OF SCHMIDT GDR VISIT 
Boelling Statement 
LD221520 Hamburg DPA in German 1413 GMT 22 Aug 80 
[Text of 22 August statement by State Secretary Klaus Boelling] 


(Tex: ] Hamburg, 22 Aug (DPA)--It has been and remains the task and aim of the Federal 
Goverrment to actively work, based on the balance of forces, toward safeguarding 
cooperation in Europe. The federal chancellor and the federal minister for foreign 
affairs for this reason accepted the invitation by the USSR Goverrment for a visit to 
Moscow from 30 June to 1 July 1980 and held talks with the Soviet leadership. The 
federal chancellor accepte. the invitation by the chairman of the GDR State Council for 
a meeting in the GDR for the same reasons. 


The Federal Goverrment is deeply convinced of the necessity that Germans in particular 
must contribute towards strengthening peace in Europe, am that cooperation between 
both German states must be strengthened and developed in the interests of the citizens 
of the FRG and the GDR. As envisaged in the basic treaty, it remains our common task 
to establish sensible neighborly relations despite all existing difficulties. 


The federal chancellor, who hoped for a positive effect on bilateral relations and also 
a favorable effect on the entire European situation through his talks with the State 
Council chairman, following thorough consideration and after discussions with the vice 
chancellor and competent federal ministers, has arrived at the conclusion that the visit 
to the GDR planned for next week should not take place at this time, but rather at a time 
which in the sense of the progress we have striven for can be viewed as more appropriate. 
It is the Federal Goverrment's view that developments which have taken place in Europe 
in recent days do not make next week an appropriate time. 


The preparations for the meeting have conveyed to our side the impression that progress 
in relations between both German sides is quite possible and that a meeting will pramote 
the further development of inter-German relations. The Federal Goverrment considers 

the meeting isctween the federal chancellor and the State Council chairman necessary for 
the further development of relations between both German states. In the interests of 
the policy of cooperation and security in Europe it is also determined to contime its 
policy vis-a-vis the GDR, and it is ready for all efforts serving German cohesion. It 
Shares the view that the further normalization of relations between both German states 
is an important contribution towards peace. 


The Federal Goverrment has an unaltered and undimished interest in agreements which are 
beneficial toditizens in both German states and which are to complement the numerous 
accords between us and the GDR which have come about over the past 10 years, and which 
despite continually existing fundamental differences of views and contradictions between 
the FRG and the GDR have led to undeniable improvements in relations. 


Genscher Canments 
LD241122 Hamburg DPA in German 1106 GMT 24 Aug 80 
{Excerpts] Bonn, 24 Aug (DPA)--FDP Chairman and Federal Forcign Minister Hans-Dietrich 


Genscher would like to see a common approach by all political forces concerning 
questions relating to policy on inter-German relations. 
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In Genscher's view the reason for the canceled meeting showed that relations betweer. Bom 
and East Berlin cannot be treated in isolation, Separate inter-Germm actions are an 
illusion, Relations between the Federal Republic and the GDR are embedded in European and 
international developments, 


Genscher on Detente 
LD241413 Hamburg DPA in German 1352 GmT 24 Aug 80 


[Text] Federal Foreign Minister Genscher, viewing the events in Poland and the chancel- 
lor's canceled visit to the GDR, does not feel that the policy of detente has failed, 
"Neither today nor tomorrow can we get along without cooperation in Europe and Germany," 
Genscher said on Sunday in an interview with BILD ZEITUNG (Monday edition), ‘The events in 
Poland are an expression of the desire for more freedom, That is not inconsistent with the 
policy of detente, but rather a demand for the realization of the He*sinki accords, In 
view of the events in Foland circumspection by Western politicians is necessary, Whenever 
the West is able to help with economic problems, it should not hesitate, Genscher said, 
Noninterference in the internal affairs of Poland is a consequence deriving from the 
Helsinki Final Act, 





Reasons for Cancellation 
LD221524 Hamburg DPA in German 1424 GmT 22 Aug 80 


[Text] It has been learned from government circles that the decision by the chancellor and 
the Hamburg ministers! meeting to postpone the visit evolves trom Bonn's impression that 
the GDR sees itself as no longer being in a position to go through with the originally 
planned program of visits by Schmidt, East Berlin wanted at short notice to stop Schmidt's 
visit to Rostock, on the Baltic coast, It is assumed that the GDR leadership thought it 
possible that the unrest in Polish Baltic cities could spread to its territory, especially 
in Rostock, 


Because of the planned canceliation of the visit to Rostock--which the federal chancellor 
wanted Go carry out following his return journey from Werbellinsee and a visit to the town 
of Guestrow in Mecklenburg--it is assumed in the Federal Government that there was increas- 
ing insecurity in the GDR leadership concerning the overall development of the visit, and 
that it became convinced that the chancellor!s visit next week would not be appropriate for 
progress in relations, which seem attainable at a more favorable, that is a later date, 


Goverrment spokesman Boelling expressed the Federal Government's conviction that GDR 
citizens would understand the cancellation of the visit, which had been "very hard" for 


the chancellor, GDR citizens should know that the Federal Government would not under any 
circumstances give up the idea of a meeting. 


Franke Explanation 


LD231720 Hamburg DPA in German 1511 GMT 23 Aug 80 


(text] Hamburg, 23 Aug--In an interview with BILD AM SONNTAG, Egon Franke (SPD), the 
federal minister for inner~German affairs, said that the "critical situation" after the 
Polish strikes and "last mimite information that the other side wanted a change of program" 
had led to the cancellation of the proposed meeting between Federal Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt and party and state leader Erich Honecker, Franke confirmed that this information 
from the GDR had arrived in Hamburg Thursday night, 
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Franke, who attended the crucial discussion in Hamburg regarding the cancellation, 

said the GDR had given no official reason for striking Rostock from Schmidt's program 

for the visit. "But consider," Franke said, "the vast crowd outside the hotel when 

Willy Brandt visited Erfurt. Cheers for 'Helmut, Helmut! could have sparked off emotions." 


Franke does not believe that there will be a setback in inter-German relations. "The 
situation has taken such a critical turn that it might well make more sense, from the 
GDR's perspective as well, not to meet now." Sut the chancellor would make the visit 
eventually. "Things must first calm down and stabilize over there. That will certainly 
take some time," Franke added. 


Federal Manager Bahr Reaction 
1D250156 Hamburg DPA in German 1523 GMT 24 Aug 80 


[Text ] Hamburg--During his proposed visit to the GDR Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt 
did not want to drop a trip to Rostock and contacts with the local populace. But he 
did not wish to do anything which might have tended to aggravate the Polish situation, 
a contingency which could not have been ruled out. This was stated by SPD Federal 
Manager Egon Bahr at an SPD meeting today in Kappeln, Schleswig-Holstein. He was 
commenting on the reasons which led Schmidt to cancel the meeting. Bahr was hoping 
for talks between Schmidt and Honecker to be arranged at an early date because, as Bahr 
said, both German states bear a special responsibility for peace in Europe. 


SPD's Wischnewski Suggestion 
1D251000 Hamburg DPA in Gezman 0825 GMT 25 Aug 80 


[Text] Bonn, 25 Aug (DPA)--Deputy SPD Chairman Hans-Juergen Wischnewski has expressed 
the hope that Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt will go to the GDR for his meeting 
with SED chief Erich Honecker immediately after the Bundestag elections on 5 October. 
The meeting with Honecker contimes to be urgentiy necessary, Wischnewski said today 
in a Deutschlandfunk interview, which the station reported as a news item. 


On the question “f a new date for the meeting Wischnewski said that it is not yet known 
how long the ef’orts in Poland to find a way out of the present difficulties will con- 
tinue. It has at least become clear that the leadership in Warsaw wants Poland to go 
its own way. With regard to the conflicts between the striking workers and the Polish 
leadership, whose effwcts on relations between the two German states caused Schmidt to 
cancel the meeting, the SPD politician said that the decision to postpone the meeting 
was the right one. 


Strauss Speech 
LD221734 Hamburg DPA in German 1650 GMT 22 Aug 80 


[Text] Frankfurt--The CDU/CSU contender for the chancellorship, Franz Josef Strauss, 
regards Schmidt's notice of cancellation of [th visit with] Honecker as proof that he 

was right in his criticism of the chancellor's plans for the trip. Addressing almost 
25,000 participants at a CDU election meeting in Frankfurt today, Strauss called Schmidt's 
planned meetings with Polish party leader Gierek and Honecker "electioneering appearances" 
which would have allowed the "state actor" Schmidt to appear before the television cameras. 
Strauss said that he was in favor of all forms of negotiations with the GDR, but that 
"people must get something out of them: more freedom," 
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In Strauss! view, unrest in Poland should not become a major election issue. He was 
not opposed to economic aid for Polanc, but a "bankrupt and done-for system" should not 
be allowed to solve its problems with money from the West. It was not the task of the 
free world to stabilize planned economies and commmist regimes so that their "insane 
efforts to arm" could be made easier or be furthered. 


Kohl Remarks 
LD221534 Hamburg DPA in German 1449 GMT 22 Aug 80 


(Text ] Bonn, 22 Aug (DPA)-<CDU Chairman Helmut Kohl has described the cancellation of 
the Schmidt Honecker meeting as a "long overdue step" by the Federal Govermment. "In 
view of the critical situation in Poland and the new increasingly evident bankruptcy of 
the Polish system of government, a meeting between Schmidt and Honecker would not have 
been possible and would have been extremely embarrassing," the CDU leader said ina 
statement published in Bonn, It is very depressing that Schmidt as SPD chairman has so 
far uttered no word of understanding or sympathy for the striking Polish workers. 


Press Review 


DW250803 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in German to East and West Germany 0505 GMT 
25 Aug 80 


[Press review on Polish situation, cancellation of Chancellor Schmidt's GDR visit] 


(Text ] RHEDVISCHE POST writes: After 10 days of uncertainty it seems to be certain 
now that at least all those involved in Poland do not want to use force, and that they 
are patiently looking for solutions which would at least take into consideration the 
social demands of the workers. The question is what the Soviet Union--not to forget 
the GDR--will demand from Poland, and how long the battered mother country of socialism 
will be able to stand the recalcitrance of the Polish workers. 


SUEDKURIER of Konstanz points out: The search for scapegoats to be decapitated later 
on proved to be the proper means in past years of distracting attention from the actual 
difficulties and linking shortcomings of the system with the names of individuals. In 
contrast to 1970 the Central Committee has advocated a "small solution" which--at 

least so far--reaches only to the premier, sparing party chief Gierek. But even with 
new names the Warsaw government cannot ignore August 1980; The leadership of an East 
bloc country dependent on Moscow is talking and even negotiating with striking people. 
In the future the workers in all of Poland and not merely in Gdansk will be oriented 
by that. 


DIE WELT writes the following: Is the regime negotiating honestly with the aim of 
achieving a compromise, or is it all just a prearranged game to make the striking people 
feel secure in order to make a violent strike when everyone is tired and exhausted? 

The Polish commmists cannot hold it against anybody if memories of the past come up 

now: In Hungary there was also a central workers council in 1956. The regime negotiated 
with it as a pretext, but one day the council's spokesmen were arrested and brought to 
courte In 1968 the Soviets were also negotiating with Dubcek--and then they struck. 
Should politicians of the Polish regime try something similar today, they would have to 
accept the responsibility that the disappointed hopes and dammed-up fury of the masses 
could lead to an explosion, 


Frankfurter ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG asks in a commentary: If this is not an evil trick, 
how can the conflict be solved? The Politburo cannot expect the vorkers to be dis- 
tracted by the Byzantine ritual speech on changes in the insignificant state labor 
union; the protest movement feels too strongly. 
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However it has not succeeded so far in extending its demands to include the whole 
countr>. But the crumbling away, which the Politburo was hoping for, has not taken 
place either. The strikers know that they have the church on their side. The so far 
regionally limited strike movement is thus echieving a general political base. 


SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG states: One can predict without any great gift of prophecy what 

would happen should negotiations in Gdansk fail, should the conflict aggravate and should 
the Soviets become openly involved. Helmt Schmidt and Prench President Giscard d'Estaing 
would only too quickly find a confirmation of their sentence in the Afghanistan commnique: 
Detente policy will not stand a second strike of this kind. Return to cold war would be 
unavoidable. Detente, balance and disarmament policies could be written off. The 
Helsinki conference would turn out retroactively to have been a great error. At the 
moment, however, a peaceful solution seems to be more likely than dramatic developments. 


NEVE RUHR ZEITUNG stresses: Wew people will have to take over the serious burden of seek- 
ing and safeguarding a compromise wiht the strikers. A key role could be played by the 
former Foreign Minister Stefiun Olszowski, who so far is ambassador to East Berlin and 

who is well known in Bonn. Some peo, le already consider him a possible successor to 
Gierck, who had commissioned him year: ago to introduce economic reforms which have 
subsequently gotten stuck in the bureaucracy. Wew people in the top echelon will not 
suffice amy more--the cure must involve the head and the body, the party and the state, 
industry and agriculture. 


WESTDEUTSCHE ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG writes: The governments in the West, including Bonn, 

cannot adopt any other position than that of government contacts, economic assistance, 

and strict noninterference in the event of emergency. Any other concept would be 
adventurous. For a few days one could have gained the impression that the West was 
speechless, that nothing was to be said concerning events in Poland for fear that some- 
thing might get out of hand. But surely it would mean turning things upside down if 

one were to be concerned exclusively with having nothing hapven to the Polish Government--as 
much as this, too, must be taken into consideration because of all the potentially serious 
consequences. SPD Chairman Brandt has row said about this what needed to be said. It 

was high time. 


The LEUTKIRCH SCHWAEBISCHE ZEITUNG stresses this point: Unlike the Americans the Soviet 
Union does not want to be loved but feared, The Soviet silence is menacing and probably 

is intended to be. It would be fatal if the Prench president and the German chancellor 
have to be reminded so soon of their joint statement according to which another Afghanistan 
would destroy detente policy. It would be fatal for the Poles who are venturing an 

attempt at freedom without a disruption of the system; it would likewise be fatal for a 
policy which regarde’ the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan as an operational mishap of 

Soviet security reguicements. This pauper's oath would spell this out: Afghanistan 

was not the exceptics out the rule, 


Bonn's GENERAL-ANZEIGER emphasizes: In Poland, too, the truly existing socialism 

primarily serves Soviet imperialism which, in turn, concedes privileges to a native 

stratum of functionaries. It [Soviet imperialism] could be plunged into danger. This 

is why the chances for the strikers' cause are none too good, A success for them would 

be tantamount to another miracle on the Vistule. The Poles, strikers and government alike, 
are convinoed that they will find a compromise somewhere in the middle, without foreign 
assistance, The statement in an interview by the Polish ambassador in Washington that 

he does not believe in an intervention on the part of the USSR rather sounded like a pleading 
request addressed to Moscow, 


The following excerpt comes from NEVE HANNOVERSCHE PRESSE: Federal Min‘ster Egon Franke 
has now confirmed that the inter-German Rostock summit has also been postponed under this 
affair which has assumed prairie-fire aspects. The GDR is already fearing supply bottle- 
necks in the event East Berlin has to help the Poles materially. 
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Is this a reason for malicious glve in domestic policy? The pope exercised gentle 
solidarity, Washington is reserved, as are the European neighbors, because any false 

step might spoil everything. Only in our country do voices of unreasonableness keep 
cropping up. The refusal of Western aid which they demand at odds with the strikers' 
appeal might prevent Gierek from making good the promissory notes and lead Poland conm- 
pletely into economic chaos but definitely not one inch closer to the freedom of which they 
have been dreaming, for which they strike and pray with a desperate courage which would 
have greatly befitted ourselves in our own history. What kind of solidarity would it be 
that speculates on misery and blood and tears? In that case, true enough, Poland would 

be doomed. 


In conclusion, a quctation from NEVE OSNABRUECKER ZEITUNG which writes: There would be 
little sense in harping in the election campaign on the postponement of the chancellor's 
visit with GDR State Council chairman and SED chief Honecker. The suggestion that Bonn 
now ignore the East is not particularly helpful because it does not offer any practical 
alternative. Fundamental interests, the highly sensitive political stands. and essential 
economic interlocking do not allow such a policy. It would be foolish, besides, to regard 
the events in Poland as a purely Polish affair. More than any other member of the Warsaw 
Pact the GDR is exposed to the radiating force of the mass strikes in the neighbor country 
with all their political, economic, and social consequences. 


FRANKFURTER ALLEGMEINE Editorial 
DW250915 Frankfurt FRANKFURTER ALIGEMEINE in German 25 Aug 80 p 1 
{Ernst-Otto Maetzke editorial: "Lasting Error" ] 


{Text] The debacle of the cancellation of the chancellor's visit to the GDR 5 days prior 
to its deadline and 6 weeks prior to the Bundestag elections will have to be thoroughly 
analyzed for 2 long time. The worst exposure of Bonn's policy for more than a decade 

was based on two mistakes which moreover are repeated ones. The first is the linkage of 
an important project in the field of Ostpolitik with an election date. As in 1972 when the 
basic treaty with the GDR was first of all to be completed in time for the Bundestag elec- 
tions, causing hasty and careless negotiations, the first spectacular visit of a German 
federal chancellor to the other partial German state was most of all to fall in line with 
the positions of the election campaign. Every other idea was to stand back. 


As a consequence the concept was not well founded, preparatory work was negligent, the 
illusion complete and the final defeat devastating. The Federal Govermment put its 
negotiation concessions on the table first--the financing of urgent economic modernization 
projects in the GDR--and the East Berlin leadership noticed that it did not have to make 
concessions in return. In the end the GDR leadership, considering the explosive events in 
Poland, was able to react quickly, coolly and purposefully--changing the travel route of 

the chancellor and forbidding the desired stopover in Rostock--while he, with a rigid view 
to the election date, had to cling much too long to the travel plan which became increasingly 
more uncertain. The impression of unrealistic planning in Bonn with incompetent handling 
could not be more complete. 


The second mistake leading to the debacle is more difficult to describe because it does 
not involve methods but principles. The error of thinking that totalitarian state 
leaderships, particularly in East Berlin, must be dealt with as factually, normally and 
"sensibly" as with others has backfired. After the Soviet invasion in Afghanistan the 
eyes of the American President were opened after all with regard to the absurdity of such 
a premise. [paragraph contimes ] 
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But the federal chancellor, who considers himself much wiser, was not helped to this in- 
sight by the much nearer events in Poland. Bonn is clinging as before to the opinion that 
communist leaders are normal statesmen with whom one can deal in a trustful and normal fashion, if 
mot ina confidental and casualway. The statement of the Bonn covermment spokesman after the 
unavoidable cancellation of the visit demonstrates sentence the desperate clinging to ‘hat 
assumption. It will lead to contin.ally worse mistakes and .o an always more visible exposure of 
German Ostpolitik. 


Dealir., with communist party and state leaderships is naturally unavoidable, as well as 
agreements and accords with them. But as soon as 2a Federal Government does not take into 
consideration that in so doing it is entering a strange world, it will have to give up more 
principles, motivations and impulses, so that in the end it will be surrendered to a foreign 
will. The worst error of German Ostpolitik since 1969 was not the far-reaching unnecessary 
concessions and their overhasty negotiations, but the lack of knowledge of, nor the intention 
of wanting to know with whom one was dealing. The same applies to the chancellor's visit 

in these exciting days of August. 


But with regerd to these repeated mistakes the Federal Government can claim an extenuating 
cause which is not an excuse: The Germans in the Federal Republic wanted it that way a 
decade ago, and they still seem to want it now. They encourage their governments to act 
wrongly vis-a-vis communist govermments, frightened by their threatening power. They want 
to preserve and safeguard the quiet and pleasant circumstances in which they live. There- 
fore they vote for everybody who assures them that he knows how to keep communist rulers--bde 
they Brezhnev, Gierek or Honecker--from making threatening gestures, regardless with what 
concessions. The fact that this legitimates, stabilizes and strengthens the feared communist 
regimes does not seem to have much convincing power us a counterargument. The continuation 
of this basic attitude in the country is demonstrated by the election results in Rhineland- 
Westphalia half a year after theinvasion in Afghanistan, as well as by the widespread 
Selief in the "divisibility of detente.” 


The Federal Government therefore ill probably be able to downplay the consequences of the 
debacle of last week with regard to the election result in October. The opposition will 
hardly be in a position to exploit in great style the obvious mistakes of the chancellor. 
Nobody can tell the voters that theworst they must fear is fear itself; they do not want 
to hear anything of that. The change in thinking will be a long and painful process, but 
the Polish workers who these days have abandoned such fears may have inserted a prick in 
some hearts in this country speediny up that process. 


PRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU Comment 
DW250855 Frankfurt FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in German 25 Aue 50 p 3 
[Hans-Herbert Gaebel editorial: "Not Going Par] 


[Text] They just cannot get together, these two Germans, Schmidt and Honecker. Conditions 


just are not right for the second time this year. First it was Afghanistan, now it is the Poles 


who do not allow politics according to plan. The chancellor did not have any alternative 
but to cancel his trip to Werbellinsee. The situation in Poland doeg not look good even 
though the rebelling workers and the cornered leadership are endeavoring to prevent the 
worst. Nevertheless, we cannot rule out the possibility that the state power will use 
force after all because it sees no other way. Schmidt would have been plunged into 

@ precarious situation if host Honecker had to acclaim this use of force publicly 
perhaps during his very visit. 
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The trip had become superfluous anyway as the other side is not prepared to maxe 
any serious concessions at this time. Above all it does not see itself in any 
position to grant its citizens more freedom to travel to the West. A ccoommigue 
already unier preparation remained unfinished. Traveling wider these circumstarces 
would have terdened the relationship between the two German states and definitely 
would not have improved it any further. 


Honecker's course of a limited but long-term cooperation with mutaal concessions-- 

the counterpart to Schmidt's strategy--had been controversial but now probably met with 
greater resistance than usual in the SED Politburo. External compulsion always helps 
such antagonists. Ih any event, Honecker's leeway has shrunk. Obviously he was 
veritably relieved when the chancellor informed him by telephone that he intended to 
Stay home. AS usual the GDR had already given the whole matter an wimistaxable push. 
Deleting Rostock from the program, quarreling over the transportation facilities, not 
providine for any Schmidt,/Honecker dinner--such accusulated rudeness at least creates 
Clarity. For the time being the inter-German meeting has been adjourned. 


Bven though both sides would like to await a better opportunity forhavingthis meeting 
after all, they do not kmow when this might be. It will definitely no longer be this 
year; for if the chancellor and other Western statesmen are looking toward Poland with 
uneasy feelings they see that the East bloc leaders, and above all Honecver and his 
team, have been seized by nearly undisguised fear. It tells us more tha: enough that 
the GDR elite did not even want to run the presumably minor risk that the chancellor 
during his Rostock visit could have sprayed too many sparks and ignited a Gdansk fire. 


Honecker as well as his Moscow protectors, who have been watching the inte>-German 

contacts with rather mixed feelings for some time, thus are not harboring any illusions 
that Polard is more than just an accident in a shipyard. Anyone being haunted by such 
serious anxieties is not a satisfactory partner. All one can do is wait for more favorable 
times. 


The hitch to this is that a sort of basic law has emerged in the relations between East 
and West. It says that business of all kinds is possible only under somewhat stable 
conditions which guarantee an undisturbed balance. The Polish workers are meeting with 
sympathy everywhere, on the part of the Sonn government also, of course. But it would 

be insincere to deny the fact that their Justified struggle for a better life and more 
freedom is bound to make even more difficult the central European act on the balancing 
beam which already is quite a strain anyway. The loss for answers as to where all this 
will end up in Poland--where the leadership is not allowed to grant real liberties and 
cannot provide more food--probably is just as general here as it is beyond the ideological 
borders. 


Hence it is realistic to reckon that in view of the desperate sit sation of Poland and the 
Poles, which even in the most favorable case will last for quite some time, the other 
Buropeans cannot go very far either. This does not make wrong the d sion of the Federal 
Govermment to stick unconditionally to its principle of seeking Buropeun cooperation 
wherever and whenever this is feasible. But the Federal Government does not determine 

the options alone. 


EAST, WEST OBSERVERS DNVITED TO BUNDESWEHR MANEUVERS 
LD221240 Hamburg DPA in German 0936 GMT 22 Aug 30 


{Excerpt] Bonn--Bonn will again invite observers from the East and West to this year's 
autumn maneuvers. Following the stipulations of the Helsinki Pinal Acts, the Poreign 
Ministry today advised all participants of the CSCE of the Bundeswehr maneuvers codenamed 
"St Georg” on 15-19 September in the Dillenburg-Eschwege-Heilbronn-Bamberg area. The 
notification took place through diplomatic channels. 
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MITTERRAND DENIES EXPRESSDIG DITENTION Tu RUW FOR PRESIDENCY 
221023 Paris LE FIGARO in French 20 Aug BO pp 1,4 
[Edmond Bergheud report: "Mitterrand on all Fronts” ] 


[Excerpts] PS Pirst Secretary Francois Mitterrand stated during a 19 August television 
interview: “I have never expressed either the desire or the intention to become a candi- 
date in the 1981 presidential election,” but he added: "The opposition and the Socialist 
Party in particular can and mst win the presidential election, that is defeat Mr Giscard 
d'Estaing. I will be the man who will do everything in his power to ensure that this 
election is won.” 


The Socialist Party will have to nominate the man who is to represent it in a few months’ 
time since, according to Francois Mitterrand, "We are approaching the starting line.” It 
is on 19 October that an internal, not necessarily long, procedure will start with a 
view to nominating the candidate. 


Discussing the present trouble spots, the Socialist Party leader obviously wanted to give 
the impression of a statesman who could one day be asked to assume the duties of the 
highest office in the republic. And the warnings which he directed at Valury Giscard 
d'Estaing meant that there was an altcrnative to the present policy. However, he also 
talked with the kind of freedom which people have when they are members of the opposition 
and do not have to assume the daily burden of power. 


These warnings are related to a sitvation stemming from an "accumulation of misfortunes 
and worries, from increasir<ly frequent social conflicts and from a deterioration in 
the economic situation. We witness the destruction of 7rance's cocial and economic 
fabric. The situation is dangerous.” 


Referring to the conflict involving fishermen, Prancois Mitterrand expressed the view that 
the government "is not doing its duty. It can be seen that it is shirking its obligations. 
Only the state can unfreeze the situation. I wonder whether the gcvernment does not 
expect that as a result of a deterioration in the situation, a new political situation is 
emerging wich will enable it to again play upon reflexes governed by fear." 


However, even though he wants to see the state strong, the Socialist Party first secretary 
does not want it to use certain methods since he is afraid that the navy could be used 

to break the blockade of the ports. Wor did foreign policy get any better treatment on his 
part since, in the opinion of the Nievre deputy, it “shows inconsistency, weakness and 
submissiveness” and is “nonexistent.” 


Discussing defense problems, Prancois Mitterrand again recalled that the Soviet SS-20 
missiles “represent a danger for the entire West Buropean military system and, therefore, 
for France. Wow the Buropean countries which belong to the Atlantic alliance are in 
complete disarray.” It is, therefore, necessary to reexamine "the content of this alliance 
which no political party calls in question any longer anyway.” 


As all political organizations now do, the first secretary seasoned his remarks with a 
pinch of Gaullism: “Obviously,” he said, "Prance's defense is primarily and always based 
on the French people themselves." 


Poland? "This is one of the most important events in recent years. The Polish people's 
national aspiration is called freedom.” As for PCF criticisms, the Socialist leader 
believes that they "are comected with the system's spirit and that this is not serious.” 
Everything seems to indicate that the Socislist Party has shelved any possibility of dis- 
cussion with the PCF leadership and was appealing only to its [presumably Pcr’)-- 
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In short, Francois Micterrand is not a candidate for the presidency. However, ne 
remains a potential candidate. He is anxious to appeal to a broader electorate than 
only that cf the Socialic* Party. He accuses the president of perhaps playing on the 
French people's fear. The first secretary counts on their concern. Undoubtedly there 
is no escaping the gravity of the crisis. 


L'HUMANITE REBUTS PS ATTACK ON PCF STANCE ON POLAND 
LD221347 paris L'HUMANITE in French 19 Aug 80 p 6 
[Jose Fort article: "Abuse" j 


(Text] Socialist Party National Secretary Gerard Delfau had an article published ir 
yesterday's LE MONDE in which, using the strikes in Poland ‘* a pretext, he makes “thres 
observations” on the situation in that country and concludes: "Nothing...can be expected 
from the PCF...except slanders and abuse. After betraying the cause of the people of the 
left in 1977, the PCF leaders are now betraying internationalist solidarity in Afghan‘stan 
and working class solidarity in Poland.” 


Why such a volley of abuse and why now? Throughout the summer the Socialist Party has 
made itself conspicuous only by its complete nonparticipation in the struggles waged by 
the Prench working class and its lack of internationalist solidarity. 


What has the Socialist Party done in support of the Ladrecht miners who have been 
occupying the Destival mines at Ales? 


What has the Socialist Party done to prevent the dismantling of Renault piants at 
Billancourt and the dismissal of Michel Certano, the enterprise's CQ? secretary general?’ 


Nothing, except some furtive appearances of some of its representatives seeking cheap 
photographic publicity. 


Since Gerard Delfau is apparently igorant of these things, let us enlighten hin. 


In August 1980 it is not in Poland that police have been occupying plants and beating up 
strikers and that trade union activists have been arrested. It is in France! And it is 
not in the country where the humai rights declaration was born that negotiations between 
strikers and management have been broadcast direct to all the personnel. It is in Gdansk! 


The Socialist Party national secretary has headlined his article on Poland "Solidarity." 
But what has the Socialist Party done to foreefully express its anger at Israeli bombing 
of Palestinian refugee camps and at massacres of workers committed in the name of the 
"free" world, At best, a short communique and that was all.... 


In fact, by means of the pen of one of its national secretaries, the Socialist Party has 
Just indulged in one of those despicable political maneuvers in which it is expert. By 
attacking the PCF with respect to events which are taking place elsewhere, it is trying 
to occupy--at least for a moment--the ground of the working class and solidarity. A 
ground alien to it...in Prance. 


At a time when Prench Communists devote all their efforts to the support and intensifica- 
tion of the struggles waged by French workers and when they feel confident that the 
Polish people are capable of resolving their own problems by themselves, the Socialist 
Party is again showing what it is really like--more extremist than Giscar¢] 
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VATICAN CITES IMPOPTANCE OF RADIO PROGR "IS TO POLAND 
LD221925 Vatican City in Serbo<roatian to Yuzoslavia 1715 GmT 22 Aug 80 


[Excerpts] Since a Polish pope ovcupies the seat of St Pet<r, Vatican Radio in Polish 
is listened to a lot and with pleasure throughout Poland. this transpires from 
(?studies) of public opinion polls in Poland, 


Since in Poland the Communist authorities are pursuing toward the church and religious 
commumitivs the strictest censorship, the Polish program of Vatican Radio also carries 
regularly Cardinal Wyszynski's speeches or the decisions of the Polish Episcopate from 
{word indistinct] conferences. Thus it was this program which also made it pessible 
for the Polish masses to recently hear the content of the important speech made by the 
Polish Primate Cardinal Wyszynski last Sunday on the critical social situation in 
Poland and to which we too have given extensive coverage. 


As foreign correspondents report from Poland, strikers look to the church with strength 
and confidence, in particular to their pramate, Cardinal Wyszynski. Many strikers 
carry on their chests smail crosses or the picture of Our Lady of Czestochowa. At 
meetings they very often sing religious songs. At entrances to many factories and 
Shipyards they have publicly displayed the picture of John Paul II. Thus, none of the 
police nor any of the authorities dares to remove the picture of John Paul Ili from 

the tower of the commmist Lenin Shipyard The Polish Church--and as we saw last 
Wednesday during the general audience even the Holy Pather himself-<-is very cautious 
and dis.reet when it speaks of the situation in Poland in order that the Polish 
authorities or the Communist Party may not misinterpret anything and in order not to 
make the strikers! already difficult situation even more difficult. 


FOREIGN MDIISTER COLOMBO COMMENTS ON POLISH CRISIS 
LD232042 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 1700 arr ¢* Aug 80 


(Text ] Foreign Minister Emilio Colombo has made a speech on the Polish crisis. 
Speaking in Rinini, cle minister first of all underlined the great feeling of 
responsibility with which the Italian Government expressed its attitude in order to 
avoid the ambiguity of any interventicn or interference in Poland's internal affairs. 
This line also belongs to the other eight EEC countries which have decided to abstain 
for the time being from taking a stance or making individual or joint decisions. 
However Italy is firmly resolved to participate in any likely initiative which could 
contribute or improve the living conditions of the Polish population. 
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SOCIALIST PARTY COMMUNIQUE SCORES RULDIG COALITION 
LD250846 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 2300 GMT 24 Aug 80 


[Excerpts] In a communique released yesterday at the end of a joint session of its 
National Secretariat and Exeegutive Committee, the Socialist Party [PS] comments on the 
erisis in Poland, expresses solidarity with the Polish workers and state that it is 
possible to live in peace, freedom and progress only under democratic socialism. This 
meeting of the PS leading bodies was arguably the day's most significant political 
event. I hand you over to Pedro Cid: 


ue 


The Portuguese political scene may be about to see new developments, possibly surprisin 
ones, some of which, I am told, on matters of some--not to say the utmost--delicacy. 
The powers of decision still rest on the current president of the republic in accordance 
with a lecitimacy which some people are doing their utmost to question but which in 

fact will only come to an end when his mandate expires in January 1981. 


( 


A source that I regard as unimpeachable has told me that important developments may 
occur within the next few days which will be, or may be, prompted by decisions to be 
taken by President Eanes backed by the full weight of his legitimacy as sole sovereign 
figure. 


Professional secrecy and the journalist's code of ethical conduct allow me to say no 
more. For the same reasons I have sketched out the scenario just as it was described 
tome. It only remains for us to await developments and, as soon as possible, to go 
deeper Intothe matter. I am told that the meeting of the PS leadership was one of the 
best attended ever. The few absentees, such as Antonio Arnaut, Antonio Macedo and 
Antonio Esteves, were people traveling abroad. 


Maric Soares gave his colleagues a major in-depth analysis ofthe national political situation. 
He highlighted the contradictions which, in his opinion, exist within the government coali- 
tion and expressed great optimism over the performance of the Republican and Socialist 

Front [FRS] in the coming elections. Soares reported in detail on the results of his negotia- 
tions and meetings with the current president of the republic, which had conclusive results 
and a successful outcome, Thus Mario Soares asked the PS National Secretariat and 

Executive Committee to support his own conclusions, that Ramalho Eanes is, in the present 
circumstances, the presidential candidate who would best serve democracy, and that there- 

fore the PS should support him in the event of his deciding to stand again for office. 





There were some dissenting voices but the overwhelming majority supported Mario Soares' 
proposals. A vote was taken, and although the result was not unanimously in Eanes's 
favor, the support he has in the PS was made unequivocally clear. 


Later in the evening Mario Soares read the meeting's final communique to the waiting 
reporters. It started with an attack on the government. 


(Begin recording] To the dissatisfaction caused by the bankruptcy of its government the 
Democratic Alliance is replying with electioneering which makes it clearer with every 
passing day that the present executive is behaving more as a partisan force than as the 
government of all Portuguese people. [end recording] 


The communique then goes on to refer to today's session of the Standing Committee of the 
assembly of the republic. After reading the communique Mario Soares had a talk with the 
reporters during which he said that if the Standing Committee votes against convening an 
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extraordinary session of parliament the PS will act with all the means at its 
Gisposal. He refused to elaborate when I asked him to what means he proposed to 
resort. With regard to the investigation into Sa Carneiro's affairs, this is how 
the Socialists define their ;tand in the meeting's final comnunigue: 


{Begin Soares recording] As far as the PS is concerned, the important thing is the 
transparency of the actions of tnose holding office in the organs of sovereinty. This 
transparency is the indispensable guarantee of the democratic functioning of the 
institutions. 


Different political sectors, from both the left and the right, have made the same demand. 
The courts have their own jurisdiction which is not affected by the holding of such a 
[parliamentary] enquiry. [It is strange, therefore, that Dr Prancisco Sa Carneiro should 
refuse to accept the ethical and political judgement of themost representative body of 
the Portuguese people, a body upon which he depends politically, and that he should seek 
to issue a mere general statement, devoid of any explanation, with the government seated 
Silently around him, as a substitute for the judgment of the courts and parliament. 

fend recording] 


In this connection it should be said that during the audience granted the day before 
yesterday by the president of the republic to a delegation of the Sommunist Party of 

the Portuguese Workers the latter is reported to have vehemently put to General Ramalho 
Eanes its opinion that the president of the republic should dismiss the Sa Carneiro govern- 
ment. But to return to the PS communique, after referring to the government in <.ch 
critical terms and mentioning the question of the parliamentary inquiry, Mario Soares 
went on to disclose the meeting's main conclusion: 


[Begin recording] With regard to the presidential elections a decision has been made. 
The executive committee has mandated the secretary general to convey this decision to 
the party's partners in the republican and socialist front and to the presient of the 
republic. [end recording] 


A further qualitative step has thus been taken in this question of the presidential 
elections. The PS decision has been made but the PS is keeping its secret, basically out 
of mere courtesy, that is to say, the Socialist leaders wish to acquaint their front 
partners with the decision before making it public. 


A meeting has already been set for this morning at 1000 between Mario Soares and President 
Ramalho Eanes. 


In the final section of the communique the PS expresses its opinion of the situation in 
the mass media. 


[Begin Soares recording] The executive committee expresses its profound concern over the 
atmosphere of crisis that exists in the state-owned mass media, especially in RDP 
[Portuguese Radio] and RTP [Portuguese Television Service]. This atmosphere is due to 
the appointments which have been made and the changes which have been introduced in 
order to secure control of these media and manipulating the news. 


In expressing its repudiation of the contemptible policy pursued by the Democratic 
Alliance in the mass media, the executive committee draws the attention of the Portuguese 
people to the biased nature of the daily news conveyed to them, and to the gravity of this 
circumstance, especially before important elections. [end recording] 


Curiously--and I am adding this as a reporter's footnote--during the meeting of the PS 
leadership bodies those present were vehemently urged not to leak any information so as to 


prevent the mass media from ree ye | details before Mario Soares makes his announce- 
ment later today after his visit to the presiaential palace. 


aa 
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UNKNOWN GUNMEN ATTACK LISSARIDHIS' HOME; NO OCCUPANTS HURT 
NC241931 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1900 GMT 24 Aug 80 


[Text] Around 2000 tonight in Prodhromos, unknown gummen attacked the summer home of 

Vasos Lissaridhis, chairman of the socialist party EDEK. Mr Lissaridhis, who was inside 
the house, was not hurt, nor were any of his guards. The attack was reported to the police, 
who sent reinforcements to the area and began a search and an investigation. According to 
information from the area, the gunmen fired at M Lissaridhis' house from two directions. 
The guards fired back, and the exchange of fire lasted for about 10 minutes. Meanwhile, 
the EDEK chairman, whom we telephoned, made the following statement to us: 


I believe that only enemies of Cyprus without Cyprict blood could de such an act. I call 
on the people to remain absolutely calm. I continue to believe that the finger that 
triggered the gun must be catside Cyprus. Mr Lissaridhis adds: If assassination was the 
aim of the attack, it is foolish. For the second time I state that ideas are neither 
assassinated nor intimidated. It is ironic, he added, because the attack falls at 
precisely the same time of the year that Dhoros Loizou [former EDEK cadre shot in August 
1974] was assasinated during another attempt that was made against my life. 


Mr Lissaridhis concluded: I declare that if anyone believes that theirconspiratoeral 
plans could achieve success with this method they are disillusioned. 


KHARAVYI: U.S, PREPARING FOR IRAN INVASION AT AKROTIRI 
NC230628 Nicosia KHARAVYI in Greek 23 Aug 80 pp 1, 7 


[Excerpts] It appears that Cyprus is getting involved in the adventurous plans of American 
imperialism for the Middle East and particularly in President Carter's preparations for 
intervention in Iran. 


According to absolutely authoritative reports, great activity involving Hercules transport 
planes has * en noted at the Akrotiri base during the last few nights. These planes are 
escorted by (Vulkan) bombers. The only planes that move during daytime are Lightning 
fighters which are continuously in the air. 


According to our reports, during the last two nights four Hercules planes carried out 30 
flights over the Akrotiri base carrying American military personnel and war materiel. 
The American military personnel are housed in 4& separate camp ani their number is unknown. 


It is obvious that these activities are connected with the U.S. Pentagon's general 
preparations in the region for aggression against Iran. Carter's intentions for an 
American invasion of Iran by mid-October have been disclosed by the well-known journalist 
Jack Anderson and have now been confirmed by other sources as well. 


It is recalled that it has recently become known that the United States and Britain are 
discussing a plan for the partitioning of Iran. This rlan will be implemented with the 
assistance of armed forces stationed near this country. The unusual activity of military 
aircraft at Akrotiri confirms in an undeniable way the crafty machinations of Pritish- 
American imperialism and increases the fears about Cyprus' involvement in a wider military 
conflict in the Middle East area. 


Political observers in Nicosia have pointed out that a very serious situation might be 
created if Cyprus is ultimately used as an American springboard for aggression. It is 
again pointed out that the Americanization of the British bases, which is no longer 
concealed, is fully opposed to the treaty of establishment. 
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The Cyprus Government must not remain idle in view of what is going on at the bases and 

it should not take lightly the British “assurances” that no other country is using the 
bases. It can and must seek the truth about the real :-1: of these British carcinomas 
before we find ourselves involved in situations that would be disastrous for our existence 
as an independent and nonaligned state. 


Pan-Cypriot Peace Council Statement 
NC240844 Nicosia KHARAVYI in Greek 24 Aug 80 p 1 
[Statement by the pan-Cypriot Peace Council--presumably released on 23 Aug} 


[Text] The press reports dealing with the noted increase of activity at the British 
base of Akrotiri, along with the disclosures of the Pentagon's plans about a military 
intervention in Iran, can only cause concer to the Cypriot people over the direct in- 
volvement of our country in a terrible adventure with inestimable consequences, 


The pan-Cypriot Peace Council [PPC] has never ceased to warn the people about the agonizing 
dangers entailed by the presence of the sovereign British bases on Cyprus territory--dangers 
that have increased considerably recently because of the noted direct interest of the U.S. 
war machine in these bases and the settlement of U.S, military personnel within these 

bases. Actually, the bases were converted a long time ago into American bases and this-- 
even formally--constitutes a flagrant violation of the treaty of establishment that rules 
the status of the bases. During last year's PPC mobilizations--the peace march and the 
disarmament week--the demand for the denunciation of this treaty, which was imposed on the 
Cypriot people, and for the general demilitarization of Cyprus as a basic element for a 
definite Cyprus solution was most categorically raised. 


This demand, which is supported by all the people, must be promoted by the government of 
the republic in all directions because, among other things, it most vividly emphasizes 
the linking of Cyprus' struggle for justice and freedom with all mankind's struggle for 
the consolidation of peace and against the warlike imperialist forces. No one must 
forget that the root of Cyprus' sufferings is in the strategic importance that the 
imperialist centers attach to the island. 


The PPC will continue in the future the struggle for the abolition of the British bases. 
During the forthcoming people's world assembly for pezce to be held in Sofia from 23 to 
27 September it will again denounce the growing imperiajist machinations against Cyprus, 
machinations which aim at using Cyprus as a bridgehead ‘or their aggressive operations 
being planned for the region, and will ask for the escalation of international solid>7rity 
for our island. 


Government Spokesman's Comments 
NC240706 Nicosia 0 FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 24 Aug 80 p 1 
[Text] Yesterday the government spokesman was requested to comment on a report that 
the Americans are using the British air base at Akrotiri for preparations to invade Iran. 


The spokesman made the following statement: 


The government does not possess such information, but when such reports are published it 
is natural that the state should hold pertinent investigations. 


The government's position on the use of the British bases is well known, These bases must 
be used for the purposes stipulated by the treaty of establishment. 
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